
PVAF FORUM 2010  
Speakers Information 

 
Edwards + Johann 
 
In 2007 New Zealand artists  Dr. Victoria Edwards and Ina Johann decided to work 
on a project together which resulted in a collaboration that has proven to be an 
extraordinary artistic enterprise. Their projects span multi-media installations to 
residencies in Schools to new media installations to photographic exhibitions Ð 
nationally and internationally.  
Their work frequently provokes questions rather than delivering answers: unease 
laced with an underlying aesthetic of beauty. Their work in Perth as Perth800 
resident artists  will investigate and reflect on history and culture, connecting and 
mapping territory both here and back in New Zealand. 
Their collaboration has enabled and encouraged the duo to venture into new and 
unchartered territories e.g. performative practice and advanced forms of installation 
practice. Aspects of their investigation relate to the tradition and questioning of art 
making (their engagement is not based on Ôsole authorshipÕ). Art for Edwards + 
Johann is a process whereby art making and viewing has the potential to become a 
social, communal, bodily experience. They will also have an open studio in Gallery 3 
at Perth Museum from 22 May. 
 
Paddy Hartley 
 
Paddy HartleyÕs artistic career has encompassed a wide range of media and  subject 
matter and has had his work featured in a wide range of exhibitions, publications and 
events. 
His work has touched upon themes as broad as steroid use in body-building, human 
cloning, domestic violence and cosmetic surgery. His most recent work funded by the 
Wellcome Trust saw him collaborate with Biomaterials scientists at GuyÕs Hospital to 
develop and produce facial implants for clinical use. This directly led to his long 
established collaboration with The Gillies Archives in the telling of personal stories 
using fabric and stitch of facial injury, surgery and rehabilitation of Commonwealth 
servicemen injured during The Great War. 
Paddy is an outspoken advocate against outsourcing the making of artwork and has 
very strong opinions regarding artistÕs rates of pay. He is also a vocal advocate of 
artistic self-sufficiency. 
 In addition to his own practice, Paddy is Curator of Brahm Gallery Leeds, has 
delivered practical and digital courses at The Victoria and Albert Museum since 
2002, acts as a grant reviewer for the Wellcome Trust and lectures widely on artistic 
professional practice. 

 
Fire and Ice 
 
3 speakers  will introduce the Fire & Ice project which will take place in 
November/December 2010 . A collaboration between PVAF, The Scottish 
Crannog Centre and Perth & Kinross Council it will include artists & 
community workshops  including fire & ice sculpture, raku ceramics and 
Willow woven fire baskets  and a final Fire & Ice event. 

 



Barrie  Andrian  Director of The Scottish Crannog Centre at Loch Tay.  
Barrie an underwater archaeologist, has been responsible for the reconstruction of 
this Iron Age replica loch dwelling . She  will introduce  the Crannog and its history 
and the  development of the partnership  Fire and Ice project with PVAF and PKC  
 
Kestutis Musteikis  
 
Kestas, a Lithuanian sculptor, works in a surprising array of media Ðincluding fire and 
ice. Although his sculpture varies from classical to conceptual, timeless to 
ephemeral, one element recurs in all of his artistic endeavors Ð a story. 
 
His ceaseless curiosity and his lifestyle as the relentless adventurer contribute to a 
body of work as diverse in form and substance as the world itself.  His Zen-master 
approach to everything material unchains him from the notion of time. He gladly 
endures bone chilling cold to create sculptures that will survive only until the first 
warm day; or builds elaborate sculptural constructions of hay only to burn them at the 
end of the day with nothing left to show. 
Kestas will show  images of Fire & ice sculpture  as an introduction to the PVAF 
workshops he will lead  at the Fire & ice project in December 

 
Claire Hewitt     is a professional storyteller and musician  who will introduce 
us to  Fire & Ice myths and legends that will form the  basis  and theme for the fire & 
ice project,  

 
Di Gilpin    A knitter and designer  now  based in Fife  Di Gilpin will  show how 
she derives her inspiration for a wide range of commissioned work. She says Ô 
For me Knitting is the most wonderful art, that is every time I pick up my needles I 
feel a huge sense of excitement and anticipation. I never quite know what is going to 
happen. It is this love of my craft which I most enjoy communicating and I hope today 
to pass on some of that enthusiasm and knowledge. 
I will be talking about  finding inspiration through geology, architecture, and 
landscape and the creation of fabric and clothing and my own symbolic codes, not 
just in the knit but in the production of the drawn charts for the work itself. 

 
Chris Biddlecombe  
 
ChrisÕs works are interactive social, historical and geographic responses to specific 
public sites and communities that have encouraged collaborations with architects, 
engineers, planners, museum curators, writers, performers, musicians and other 
creative makers.  
Projects and location combinations have included a carpet of 5000 teacups in a 
cathedral, dance performances in shop windows, poster campaigns in south coast 
railway stations, a shadow play in a steel cargo cabin, a psychic radio station in a 
disused methodist chapel, a burning whale in a city centre high school and a pavilion 
created from 10 tons of rice in a library. 
As an arts manager he has 10 years of experience as Property Projects Officer for 
Workshops and Artist Studios Provision Scotland (WASPS), managing, upgrading, 
and developing artist studios across Scotland.  Chris is also currently the president of 
the Scottish Artists Union and a specialist arts adviser for the Cultural Enterprise 
Office. 
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Kestutis Musteikis       Fire Sculpture 



 

 
Di Gilpin  Knitwear design 

 
 
 

 
Chris Biddlecombe   ÔTaking teaÕ 



Sunday afternoon mentoring sessions 1.30 Ð 3.30 
 
This new Forum feature offers members the chance to benefit from the 
specific skills and knowledge of our speakers and invited professional artists  
through meeting them in small group situations.  The sessions are informal 
rather than taught and will follow the needs of participants.  Please  indicate 
your first and second preference on the general booking form and places will 
be allocated on a first come basis.  The groups are small so please make sure 
you do attend your allocated group as failure to turn up prevents others from 
obtaining a place and is unfair to our mentors. 
 
 
1. Forum Speakers   Edwards + Johann and  Perth 800 resident artists . 
Keynote New Zealand  speakers, artists  Victoria Edwards +  Ina Johann, will 
lead a walking mentoring session focusing on a particular part of the local 
area around Birnam  and  Dunkeld  through which they will explore ways of 
thinking and approaching the process of making work collaboratively and in 
response to specific places.  Participants will be encouraged to share their 
thoughts and experiences relating to their  own practice. 
 
2. Forum speaker   Kestutis Musteikis 
Kestas is a Lithuanian  sculptor who works in many media including fire and 
ice. He will lead the workshops at our  Fire & Ice event at the Scottish 
Crannog Centre in December. He takes a Zen like approach to life and work. 
He will walk and talk with a small group offering a chance to meet him and get 
a closer idea as to what he will be doing in the Fire & Ice workshops and his 
tips and techniques for creating large scale works and to better understand 
his relaxed approach to life! 
 
3. Forum speaker Paddy Hartley 
Speaking from a wealth of experience Paddy Hartley will informally discuss 
aspects of professional practice focusing more on out-sourcing, galleries, 
payment, in-kind payment, dealing with sensitive information and protecting 
your work.  If you have experienced people trying to take advantage of your 
good will professionally in whatever form, this is the mentoring session for 
you.  He will inspire you to be more hard-line regarding payment for work and 
proper crediting.   
 
4. Forum speaker Di Gilpin  
Birnam and Dunkeld with its the geology, architecture and landscape provide 
the perfect setting for an inspirational walk with Di Gilpin whose mentoring will 
focus on the concepts of walking, meditation, drawing and collecting, then 
creating the notion for a piece which draws all of these together in knit. She 
would like to reveal how knit can bring a different aspect to all sorts of 
disciplines and how it interacts with many different crafts and art.  
 
5. Forum speaker Chris Biddlecombe 
 ÔLocationÕ  Where do artists make artÕ  With longstanding personal experience 
working with WASPS and making his own art outside of the gallery system , 
Chris will lead a small group in  thinking and discussing the changing nature 
of artistÕs practice with particular reference to finding and making the best use 
of  studios and using out of gallery spaces in your art practice.   
 



6 a & 6b . Douglas McBride   Professional Photographer and PVAF 
member 
Fieldwork mentoring with Killin based photographer, Douglas McBride reveals 
how fine art photography aims to fulfil the creative vision of the artist through 
the hands on practical experience whilst out in the field.  You will have the 
opportunity to hear about his artistic process, plus develop both conceptual 
ideas and an understanding of narrative photography applicable to your own 
artistic practice.   Bring sturdy walking shoes, wet weather clothes and your 
camera ÔnÕ sketch book.  Please indicate preferred time on Sunday -  there will 
be an  atmospheric early morning  sunrise session on a local hill-  min number  
3 - and the general afternoon session. 
 
7. Frances Law   Painter and mixed media artist and PVAF member 
Join Frances Law who will provide an open discussion with the focus on 
sharing practice and techniques based on sketch books, followed by some 
practical applications. Frances will bring her own sketchbooks for you to see 
as a starting point to the mentoring session. This will be a prime opportunity to 
discuss and investigate with fellow proffesionals the creative process 
developed through sketch book working. Bring your sketch books and some 
drawing materials to facilitate a full discussion.  
 
8. Chill & Chat    
For those of you who may not wish to sign up for a formal mentoring session, 
there will be space provided for networking opportunities, where professionals 
can meet & mingle, sharing experiences, practice & contacts etc. if you wish 
you can bring an image or object representing your work to get conversations 
started. 
 
 
 

 


